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1936 – Wanderer W25 K 

“Sport Two-Seater“ 

• Original and complete example as a restoration project 

• Rare and very attractive ‘Roadster’ model 

• Variant with six-cylinder supercharged engine 

• Fully known and documented history with only seven previous 
owners 

• Original, first leather interior with corresponding patina 

• Various new parts included 

• One of the most beautiful roadsters of its time 
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This Automobile 
 

The Wanderer Type W25 K (K for compressor) as a ‘sports two-seater’ – commonly referred to as 
a roadster – was launched in 1936 as a direct competitor to the BMW 328. As a supercharged 
model, it remained a true rarity, whose significance is now duly recognised by the sophisticated 
collector scene – especially when it comes to original examples. 

Rarely the history of a pre-war automobile can be traced as accurately and completely as in the 
case of this example. This Wanderer W25 K ‘Sport Two-Seater’ was completed by AUTO UNION in 
Chemnitz in December 1936 and delivered to its first owner in Iserlohn (Germany). The first vehicle 
registration certificate is available as an original document. It also shows four further owners in 
Germany until 1955. The car was then sold to Sweden, where it remained for the next 50 years. 
The last owner purchased the car from its Swedish owner about 20 years ago and drove it to 
Norway on its own axles. 

 
By chance and with a little luck, we had the extremely rare opportunity to discover this example 
as one more original Wanderer W25 K for the well-versed collector and enthusiast community. Its 
completeness and originality make it particularly suitable for a restoration. For those who would 
like to enjoy accompanying a restoration, this car is a perfect occasion. This would allow to look 
forward to the completion of this rare and significant German pre-war automobile and also 
provides the opportunity to finalise the car according to your own taste.  

The leather seats are still in good condition today and we would not replace their covers. They 
proudly bear the patina of around 90 years and make this example a living and authentic witness 
to its long life. 

The car is supplied with a brand-new cylinder head with camshaft and several chrome parts.  
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Model History 
 

By joining the Auto Union in 1932, the Wanderer company managed to solve its financial 
problems, which had been causing it difficulties since the end of the 1920s. Four years later, it 
launched one of the greatest roadsters of the time – now thanks to sufficient funds for the 
development of new projects. 

In the spring of 1936, Auto Union presented the Wanderer W25 K Sport Two-Seater with 
supercharger at the International Automobile and Motorbike Exhibition in Berlin – a powerful, 
compact and very attractive roadster that was also intended to enhance Auto Union's sporty 
image in the production models. The same model was also available as a two-seater convertible 
with larger doors, crank windows and a weatherproof folding top. 

The 2-litre six-cylinder in-line engine was 
a construction by none other than 
Ferdinand Porsche. The engine was 
combined with a four-speed manual 
gearbox and drove the rear wheels. In the 
standard version, the engine offered 40 
hp. Its power was then increased to 85 hp 
by a volumetric Roots compressor, a 
modified cylinder head, two Solex 
carburettors and an adapted sports 
exhaust. The W25 K was the only Wanderer model to be fitted with an engine casing made of light 
metal. Thus, the engine produced 85 hp and allowed a top speed of 150 km/h. As a result, the W25 
K had 5 hp more output than its direct competitor, the BMW 328. 

The car's chassis was based 
on a frame with 
longitudinal and transverse 
steel beams and used four 
ATE Lockheed hydraulic 
drums as a braking system. 
Equipped with a proven 
floating axle, the 
sophisticated chassis 
provided excellent road 

holding. Despite initial considerations, the car was not used in motorsport events by the factory. 

In 1938, production of the W25 ended after a total of 258 vehicles (roadster and cabriolet), the last 
37 of which were delivered without a supercharger. Today, collectors worldwide are delighted by 
the interesting technology, the timelessly beautiful design and the sporty handling of the compact 
roadster. 
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Data & Facts 
 

Year of production  1936 

Quantity 221 units with supercharger (1936-1937) and 37 examples without 
supercharger (1938) as Sport Two-Seater and Cabriolet 

Body 2-seater Roadster  

Colour scheme dark blue with leather-interior red 

Engine Six-cylinder in-line engine, water-cooled, supercharger, one 
overhead camshaft (OHC), Solex carburettor 

Displacement/power  1,963 ccm, approx. 85 hp with supercharger (factory data) 

Gearbox  manual, 4-speed, middle-shift 

Brakes drums front and rear, hydraulic 

Empty-weight   1,050 kg (factory-data) 

Top-speed   approx. 150 kph 

Documents Historical, original German vehicle registration document from 
1936, international registration certificate for export to Sweden 
(1955) 
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Appendix 
 
 
Location   Hamburg, Germany 
 
Price    on request (VAT not to be shown) 
 
Contact   Eberhard Thiesen   +49 (0) 172 – 459 34 35 

 Bastian Hubald   +49 (0) 170 – 239 31 89 
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The information contained in this exposé is subject to change and does not represent any assurance 
or property description in the sense of the law. We cannot accept any liability for errors or misprints. 
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