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AUTOMOBILE RARITATEN SEIT 1972

1935 — Mercedes Benz 500 K
Cabriolet B

e Extensively restored in Germany from 2009 to 2013

e Preserved in great condition and high quality
e ‘Matching numbers’ engine

e Elegant colour scheme in dark blue with matching leather
interior and soft top

e History largely known
e Delivered new via Mercedes Benz in Gliwice/Poland

e One of only 106 examples as Cabriolet B
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This Automobile

The Mercedes Benz Type 500/540K was the ultimate in German automobiles of the 1930s and
epitomised both German engineering and coachbuilding at its best.

This Mercedes Benz 500 K was manufactured as a Cabriolet B in November 1935 and delivered
one month later via the Daimler-Benz sales office in Gliwice (Poland). There it was first owned by
a German personality from the government at the time.

Immediately after the Second World War, the car was located in Berlin. It was confiscated there
by the US occupying forces and taken to the USA in 1946 as part of the reparations payments to
be made, where it was placed in a museum collection. In the early 1960s, the car made its way to
Austria, where it remained with its owner until the mid-1970s.

After one more owner, the car came to Germany in 2009 into the hands of an experienced dealer
and expert in pre-war Mercedes Benz cars. The vehicle was then fully restored by a German
restoration company in a painstaking four-year process. Restoring such vehicles is undoubtedly a
challenge, but the result speaks for itself. The supercharged Mercedes was restored to its original
top condition, which is still immediately recognisable today. The car subsequently had only two
owners in Germany.

This Cabriolet B, which was only built 106 times, is in excellent overall condition. It is not only a
contemporary witness to German automobile history, but also an impressive example of the
craftsmanship and dedication that go into the restoration of such vehicles. A confirmation from
Mercedes Benz regarding the delivery specification (commission book) from 1935 is available.
Now this beautiful supercharged Mercedes is ready for the next era in the hands of a passionate
collector.
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Model History

Mercedes Benz's discerning clientele soon became dissatisfied with the performance of the 380
model (1933-1934), particularly because they had come to appreciate the large-volume and
powerful models of the previous Mercedes "S" family (S, SS and SSK). In 1934, Mercedes quickly
developed the subsequent 500 K (W29 series) from the 380, the official designation of which was
initially "Type 500 with supercharger™".

Its new engine with switchable ‘ ﬁ so0%
Roots supercharger now had a ’

displacement of 5 litres and the ‘1.1. /(

engine output was then 100 hp | E = /};J ~
without and 160 hp with the : ‘! . :
supercharger. The achievable top ‘ @7 LN a=

speed was 160 kph. The modification i
of the engine was extensive and also

required a new crankshaft. A high-speed gearbox with semi-automatic shifting was used for the
500 K transmission. The clutch did not need to be operated when shifting from third (direct) gear
to high gear.

The 500 K made its debut at the
International Automobile and Motorcycle
Exhibition (IAMA) in Berlin in a spectacular
version as a so-called "Autobahnkurier”,
4 which was designed in a "single special
version" for high speed distances. The 500
K was available in seven body variants: in
addition to the chassis, a 4-door saloon,
still called the "Innenlenker" at the time, a
2-seater roadster with two emergency seats, the convertibles A, Band C and a 2-door open touring
car. In autumn 1934, a very elegant “Special Roadster” was added to the 500 K range at the Paris
Motor Show. Its price was 4,000 Reichsmarks more than the other variants. Moreover, it was also
possible to order tailor-made one-off bodies based on a "rolling chassis".

Even if the quantities seem like series production, these vehicles were largely customised and
handcrafted in a manufactory-like production process. With the bodies for the eight-cylinder cars,
the Sindelfingen special coachbuilders achieved a generally well recognised level of beauty and
quality of workmanship that could hardly be surpassed.

In total, only 342 units of the 500 K were produced from 1934 to 1936, before the engine was
enlarged again and the 540 K succeeded it.

Source: Mercedes Benz Public Archive
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Data & Facts

Year of production
Quantity

Body

Colour scheme

Engine

Displacement / power
Gearbox

Brakes

Empty weight
Top-speed

Documents

1935

in total 342 examples 500 K (1934-1936), thereof 106 as Cabriolet B
2+2 seater Cabriolet B, Sindelfingen factory bodywork

dark blue with leather interior and soft-top dark blue

Eight-cylinder in-line engine (DB M 24 1), switchable Roots
supercharger, water-cooled, 1 lateral camshaft with drive via spur
gears, 1 MB rising-flow twin carburettor

4,984 ccm, 100/160 hp without/with supercharger (factory data)
manual, 4-speed, central shift-lever

drums front/rear, hydraulic (vacuum booster)

approx. 2,300 kg

approx. 160 kph (factory data)

German registration for historic vehicles, original instruction
manual (reprint), confirmation of Mercedes Benz on the delivery
specification (commission book)
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Appendix

Location Hamburg, Germany

Price on request (VAT not to be shown)

Contact Eberhard Thiesen +49 (0) 172 - 459 34 35

Bastian Hubald +49 (0) 170 - 239 31 89

Eberhard Thiesen GmbH & Co. KG

Tarpen 40 - Halle 12 | 22419 Hamburg, Germany

Tel. +49 (0) 40 - 99 99 86 800
info@eberhard-thiesen.de / www.eberhard-thiesen.de

@

The information contained in this exposé is subject to change and does not constitute a warranty or
property description within the meaning of the law. We cannot accept any liability for errors or
misprints.
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